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(b) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is intended only to improve
the internal management of the Federal
Government and is not intended to, and does
not, create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity
by a party against the United States, its de-
partments, agencies, instrumentalities, or en-
tities, its officers or employees, or any other
person.

Sec. 6. Termination. Unless the Task
Force is sooner terminated by the President,
the Attorney General may terminate the Task
Force by a written notice of its termination
published in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 10, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 12, 2006]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on May 15.

Remarks on the Terrorist
Surveillance Program

May 11, 2006

After September the 11th, I vowed to the
American people that our Government
would do everything within the law to protect
them against another terrorist attack. As part
of this effort, I authorized the National Secu-
rity Agency to intercept the international
communications of people with known links
to Al Qaida and related terrorist organiza-
tions. In other words, if Al Qaida or their
associates are making calls into the United
States or out of the United States, we want
to know what they're saying.

Today there are new claims about other
ways we are tracking down Al Qaida to pre-
vent attacks on America. I want to make
some important points about what the Gov-
ernment is doing and what the Government
is not doing.

First, our intelligence activities strictly tar-
get Al Qaida and their known affiliates. Al
Qaida is our enemy, and we want to know
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their plans. Second, the Government does
not listen to domestic phone calls without
court approval. Third, the intelligence activi-
ties I authorized are lawful and have been
briefed to appropriate Members of Congress,
both Republican and Democrat. Fourth, the
privacy of ordinary Americans is fiercely pro-
tected in all our activities.

We’re not mining or trolling through the
personal lives of millions of innocent Ameri-
cans. Our efforts are focused on links to Al
Qaida and their known affiliates. So far we’ve
been very successful in preventing another
attack on our soil.

As a general matter, every time sensitive
intelligence is leaked, it hurts our ability to
defeat this enemy. Our most important job
is to protect the American people from an-
other attack, and we will do so within the
laws of our country.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Commencement Address at
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community
College in Biloxi, Mississippi

May 11, 2006

Thanks for the warm welcome. President
Lott; members of the faculty, staff, and ad-
ministration; distinguished guests; family,
friends, and, most importantly of all, the
graduating class of Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College.

This afternoon, we celebrate commence-
ment in a stadium that is still under repair,
near streets lined with temporary housing,
in a region where too many lives have been
shattered—and there has never been a more
hopeful day to graduate in the State of Mis-
sissippi.

I am proud to stand before some of the
most determined students at college or uni-
versity in America. Over these past 9 months,
you have shown a resilience more powerful
than any storm. You continued your studies
in classrooms with crumbling walls. You lost
homes and slept in tents near campus to fin-
ish courses. You cleared debris during the



